AP Language: The Art of Argumentation for the Synthesis Essay

R.A.G.C.F.A.

Read, Analyze, Generalize, Converse, Finesse, Argue

Read
Read closely. You will have fifteen minutes to read and annotate the synthesis question. Check directions. Re-read.

Analyze
Analyze the argument that each source is making. What claim is the source making? What data or evidence does the source provide? What are the assumptions or beliefs (explicit or implicit) that justify using this evidence or data? 

Generalize

Generalize your own potential stand on the issue. What are two or three possible positions you could take? Which one/s do you want to take? Why? Keep an open mind and DO NOT oversimplify the issue. Think about the nuances and complexities of the issue.

Converse
Converse with the authors of the sources. Think about presenting your ideas to each of them. Role-play the author of each source. Would they agree with you? Why or why not?

Finesse

Refine the point you are making about the issue so it becomes the central proposition—thesis. This thesis should appear early in your composition, after a sentence or two that contextualizes the issue. 

Argue

Develop the case for your position by incorporating the conversations with the authors. i.e.: “Source A takes a position similar to mine . . . Source C would oppose my position, but here is why I still maintain its validity . . . Source E offers a slightly different perspective, one that I would alter a bit.”

� Adapted from David Jolliffe’s “Six Moves Towards Success” http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com/





