English 9 Vocabulary 
Words and Roots 
NAME: ________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Complete this assignment on a separate sheet of paper or a Word document. For each root
write a sentence in context for the words provided, and find one other word with this root and define it. 

THIS IS DUE ON THE SAME DAY AS YOUR WEEKLY VOCABULARY QUIZ

Example:

Student Smith
Ms. St. John
English 9
12 March 2019

Root 1 
 a/an – not, without
1. The well’s abyss was so deep that no one has ever heard a rock hit the bottom.

2. I like the achromatic paint on the walls so I can hang colorful artwork against the white.

3. People think the desert is anhydrous, but the Sonoran desert has water hidden everywhere.

4. Androgynous: partly male and partly female in appearance; of indeterminate sex.
Root 1 
 a/an – not, without
1. abyss (n) -  an immensely deep chasm that seems to be without end
2. achromatic (adj) - without color
3. anhydrous (adj) - without water
Root 2 
ambi – both, on both sides, around 
6. ambidextrous (adj) – able to use both hands with equal skill
7. ambiguous (adj) – open to more than one interpretation
8. ambivalent (adj) having conflicting feelings
Root 3 
ben/e – good, well
8. benefactor (n) – person who gives money to a cause
9. beneficial (adj) – producing a good effect  or result
10. benevolent (adj) – marked by or disposed to doing good

Root 4

 cerebr/o – brain
11. cerebral (adj) – pertaining to the brain
12. cerebrate (v) – to use the power of reason; think
13. cerebrospinal (adj) – pertaining to the brain and spinal chord

Root 5  
clar – clear
14. clarify (v) – to make something clear
15. declare (v) – to state something clearly

Root 6 
cogn/i – know
16. cognition (n) – the act or process of knowing; (also) the product of such a process
17. incognito (adj) – disguised so no one knows you

Root 7 
cred: believe
18. credence: n. belief as to the truth of something
19. incredulous: adj. unbelieving; skeptical
20.  accreditation: n. certification stating that a school meets certain qualifications

Root 8 
di – two/twice
21. dichromatic (adj)  – displaying two colors
22. dilemma (n) – a situation that requires a choice between two alternatives

Root 9 
dict – speak
23. contradict (v) - to express the opposite opinion
24. dictate (v) - to speak out loud for another person to write down

Root 10  
endo – within, inside
25. endotherm (n) - a creature that can keep its inside temperature fairly constant, or warmer than its environment
26.  endocrine (adj) - relating to glands that secrete directly into the blood or lymph system

Root 11  
esth/aesth – feeling, sensation, beauty
27. aesthetic (adj) - pertaining to a sense of beauty
28.  Kinesthesia  (n) - the sensation of bodily movement

Root 12  
fore – in front of, previous, earlier
29. forebode (v) - to give an advance warning of something bad
30. forecast (n) - a preview of events to be

Root 13
ger – old age
31. gerontocracy (n) - the rule of the elders
32.  gerontology (n) - the science of aging.

Root 14
hem/o/a – blood
33. hemorrhage (v) – a rapid and uncontrollable loss of blood from a blood vessel 
hemoglobin (n) - red blood particle 

Root 15 
junct  - join
34. conjunction (n) - a word that joins parts of sentences (“and,” “or,” “but,” and others)
35. junction (n) - a place where two things join
Root 16
loqu, locu – speak
36. eloquent (adj) - speaking beautifully and forcefully
37. loquacious (adj) - very talkative

Root 17
mon/o – one, single, alone
38. monochromatic (adj) – having or consisting of only one color
39. monologue (n) - a speech spoken by one person
40. monotheism (n) – doctrine or belief in one god

Root 18
neo – new, recent
41. neocolonialism (n) - the indirect ("new") economic and political control of a region by a more powerful foreign power
42. neonatal (adj) – of or relating to newborn infants
 Root 19 
omni – all 
43. omnipotent (adj) - all powerful
44. omnivorous (adj) - eating all foods (animal, vegetable, ect.)
Root  20 port: to carry 
45. deport: v. to send a person out of the country
46.  deportment: n. conduct; behavior

Root 21 
urb – city
47. suburb (n) - residential area on the edge of a city
48. urban (adj) - relating to a city
Root 22 
ver/i – truth
49. veracity (n) – adherence to the truth; truthfulness
50. verify (v) - to make sure that something is true
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