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Mrs. St. John http://mrsstjohnblog.blogspot.com/
Welcome to the blogosphere! You will each create and maintain your own blog detailing the story of your literacy. Eventually, some of your blogs will become the basis of your college essays.
Start by visiting https://www.blogger.com/ and creating your own blog with your own personalized URL. Remember, this an academic blog – not a social blog.
Next, go to “Settings”, then “Basic.” Under “Privacy”, make sure it reads: “Not listed on Blogger. Not visible to search engines.”
Next, go to “Posts, comments, and sharing.” Under “Who can comment?” choose “Registered User.” Under “Comment Moderation” choose “Aways.”
Next, subscribe to my blog. Then, email me your URL so I can follow yours! 

The Birth of Blogs: The earliest blogs started in the late 1990s as online diaries. Individuals posted information on a daily basis about their lives and opinions. The daily posts were listed in reverse date order, so readers viewed the most recent post first and scrolled through previous posts. The format provided an ongoing inner monologue from the writer.
As blogs evolved, interactive features were added to create a two-way conversation. Readers took advantage of features that allowed them to leave comments on blog posts or link to posts on other blogs and websites to further the dialogue.

Blogs Today: As the Internet has become more social, blogs have gained in popularity. Today, there are over 100 million blogs with more entering the blogosphere everyday. Blogs have become more than online diaries. In fact, blogging has become an important part of the online and offline worlds with popular bloggers impacting the worlds of politics, business and society with their words.
The Future of Blogs: It seems inevitable that blogging will become even more powerful in the future with more people and businesses recognizing the power of bloggers as online influencers. Anyone can start a blog thanks to the simple (and often free) tools readily available online. The question will likely become not, "Why should I start a blog?" but rather, "Why shouldn't I start a blog?"

Voice. Blogs are a great way to develop voice in your writing because, by definition, they tell the story of you. Your experience is the textual evidence. This is the time and place to be thoughtful, candid and even funny. No lit terms. No citations. These are your memories, your “jigsaw pieces”, your ideas and beliefs. You can do stream of consciousness writing. This is freedom…and it can be really scary. So let’s start with a toe in the water. Below you will find an overview of the blog tasks. Detailed assignment sheets will be distributed for each.
Possible Topics (You will be provided with a detailed handout for each assigned Blog Entry.) 
Discuss a critical life event or choice that has shaped who you are.
Write a letter to your child to read after you’re gone.
Discuss what you gained – and lost – by taking a risk.
Discuss what you learned from a big disappointment.
What inspires you, or what makes you crazy (no rants)?
Discuss places you’ve lived or houses you’ve lived in, and who you “were” at that time.
Give up something – TV?  Starbucks? – and share how you handle it (or don’t).
Imagine you have to wear a costume for a year of your life. What would you pick and why?
What is your favorite ride at the amusement park? How does this reflect your approach to life? 
The best movie of all time.
What would you do with a free afternoon tomorrow?
You are required to spend the next year of your life in either the past or the future. Which year would you travel to and why?
What matters to you and why?
What do you hope to find over the rainbow? 
Tell your favorite joke and explain it without ruining it. 
You have been granted a free weekend for next month. How will you spend it?
