Advanced Placement English Language and Composition

New Paltz High School 
Instructors: Mr. Joel Neden Ms. Lisa St. John


E-mail Addresses: jneden@newpaltz.k12.ny.us lstjohn@newpaltz.k12.ny.us 

Like everything metaphysical the harmony between thought and reality is to be found in the grammar of the language. --Ludwig Wittgenstein
Introduction

Welcome to Advanced Placement English Language.  This class will hone your critical thinking skills, enrich your work in other disciplines, and help guide you in your quest for wisdom.  I assume you have such a desire, since you were intelligent and inquisitive enough to sign up for this class.


When you pass the May exam, you may receive college credit/s. Contact the individual post-secondary institution for specific information on exactly how many credits/honors you will be entitled to.


 What makes AP English Language different from other high school English courses is its focus on rhetoric. Here, we think deeply about language; how it works, how it affects us, and how we use it. One purpose of the course is to “enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers”


We will read, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and research various texts. We will use the writing process to expand our own writing styles. Argument is a key component in AP English Language. We will explore the many facets of persuasion and argumentation. We will discover, read, and write arguments. We will use formal logic to analyze and evaluate arguments. Inquiry is also a key component to this course. An important question to ask is, “How do I know what I know?”
Texts

Major Works:
King Lear




(Shakespeare)
War Dances




(Alexie)
Woman Warrior



(Hong-Kingston)
A Handmaid’s Tale



(Atwood)
Outliers: The Story of Success

(Gladwell)
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close

(Safran-Foer)

Brave New World
(Huxley)
Think Like a Freak
(Dubner and Levitt)

Station Eleven
(St. John-Mandel)
“To repeat what others have said, requires education, to challenge it, 
requires brains.” –Mary Pettibone Poole
Anthologies/Textbooks:
Everyday Use: Rhetoric at Work in 

Reading and Writing



(Jolliffe and Roskelly)
Everything’s an Argument


(Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz, and Walters)
Visual Texts:
Daily news videos and political cartoons, satiric excerpts from current television shows, paintings, photographs, advertisements, et cetera.

Plagiarism
As an educator, I welcome academic honesty and tenacity in a student's work.  On the other hand, I abhor academic dishonesty (copying homework, cheating, plagiarism, using films and Cliff's Notes while failing to read the original works).  This type of behavior has no place in high school, and it will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism is the direct copying of a source.  If a student chooses to plagiarize at any time during this course disciplinary action will be taken, and the assignment will be given a zero. I am eager to accommodate my students in their academic progress.  I expect determination and diligence from my students, and I am looking forward to an enlightening year of shared intellectual discourse and exploration.

Evaluation
Class Participation


10%
Homework/Classwork


40%
Tests/Quizzes/Assessments

50%






Midterm – 20% of quarter two grade



Final Exam– 20% 
Core Curriculum
 
--Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
--Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
--Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Objectives

· analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques;

· apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing;

· create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience;

· write for a variety of purposes;

· produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations, and clear transitions;

· demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings;

· demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources;

· move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review;

· write thoughtfully about their own process of composition;

· revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience; 

· analyze image as text; and evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers.
Writing Expectations
The best way to improve your writing is to read good writing. Remember that “writing” is a verb...it is a process. We are never (or rarely) really done with a piece of writing. Read each others' writing. Come and see me for one-on-one conferences. Read. Look at the verbs and adjectives in the rubric below.
AP English Language and Composition 9-point Rubric
9  Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for 8 papers and, in addition, are especially full or apt in their analysis or demonstrate particularly impressive control of language.


8 Essays earning a score of 8 effectively respond to the prompt. They refer to the passage explicitly or implicitly and explain the function of specific strategies. Their prose demonstrates an ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not flawless.


7 Essays earning a score of 7 fit the description of 6 essays but provide a more complete analysis or demonstrate a more mature prose style.


6 Essays earning a score of 6 adequately respond to the prompt. They refer to the passage, explicitly or implicitly, but their discussion is more limited. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear.


5 Essays earning a score of 5 analyze the strategies, but they may provide uneven or inconsistent analysis. They may treat the prompt in a superficial way or demonstrate a limited understanding of the prompt. While the writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, it usually conveys ideas adequately.
Essays scoring a 5 or above are considered “upper half” essays. For numeric grading purposes, the following conversion chart is used.
9

100

8+

95

8

90

7+

85

7

80

6+

75

6

70

5+

65

5

60

4+

55

4

50

3+

45

3

40
You will have a chance to rewrite your essays, as we use a portfolio assessment. How often you rewrite, and how often you see me for one-on-one help is up to you. I am here to help in any and every way I can.

Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts. 
--Winston Churchill
Action is the foundational key to all success. --Pablo Picasso

The only thing that will redeem mankind is cooperation. --Bertrand Russell
One of the most sincere forms of respect is actually listening to what another has to say. 

--Bryant H. McGill


Advanced Placement English Language Contract

Please read the syllabus and the following contract carefully.  

Expectations for the course include (but are not limited to) the following.

Students will:

· agree by signing this contract that all work handed in is the student’s original work (plagiarism is a serious crime)

· communicate effectively in the classroom by respecting the opinions of others and listening actively

· engage in mature, intellectual discussion (citing ideas, issues, values inherent in a text)

· make the teacher aware of planned absences so that assignments may be given in advance

· be responsible for any notes, assignments, activities, et cetera that occur during an absence (including field trips)
AP Language is a college level course; therefore college level texts will be utilized.  While some texts may deal with controversial issues, all selected material will be of intellectual value.

Failing to complete assignments will result in a zero.  Late work will be deducted 10%.  Certain requirements will remain the same throughout the course, and they include the following:

· All assignments are to be word processed or typed unless otherwise indicated.

· Assignments that may be handwritten must be completed in blue or black ink only.

· All assignments must include a heading with the student name, teacher, course, date, and assignment title in the upper left-hand corner of the paper.

· All handwritten assignments must be handed in on white loose-leaf paper, and word-processed assignments must be in a standard font of twelve-point size.
Any assignment not meeting the above criteria will be returned for ZERO credit.
======Detach here. Save the upper portion. Return the lower portion. ========
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and agreed to adhere to the policies stated in the AP Language syllabus and contract.

Student Name (print): _____________________  Class Section: _______________
_________________________


_________________________

student signature




parent/guardian signature



�	 From The College Board Advanced Placement Program Course Descriptions Fall 2010 � HYPERLINK "http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com/"��www.apcentral.collegeboard.com� 


�	 All readings are subject to change based on student need and teacher discretion.


�	 For a complete list of Common Core Standards, please see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nysp12cclsela.pdf"��http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nysp12cclsela.pdf� 


�	 From The College Board Advanced Placement Program Course Descriptions Fall 2010 � HYPERLINK "http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/"��http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/�











