The Dialectic Journal AP Language 
 

A Dialectic Journal is a system of recording ideas that readers use while working with a text.
The Oxford English Dictionary defines dialectic as: “[t]he art of critical examination into the truth of an opinion; the investigation of truth by discussion: in earlier English use, a synonym of LOGIC as applied to formal rhetorical reasoning; logical argumentation or disputation.
Your concerns/ideas/questions that you create while reading will be the basis for your conversation with the text.

You will divide your notebook/paper/computer document into two columns.  On the right, you will make a heading “Quotations.”  On the left, you will make a heading “Notes.”  Then, when a specific passage/word/page seems important in some way (see prompts), you will record that section (with the page number) in the column on the left.  Your reason for including that quote – your conversation with that section of the text – will go in the right hand column.

 
	Quotes
	Notes

	“It was a bright cold day in December, and the clocks were striking thirteen” (5).

	This sentence makes me think that the book is some sort of sci-fi novel. When do clocks strike thirteen?! It also reminds me of the clocks in the movie Labyrinth. Maybe, this is some sort of alternate world. But there is the same calendar as we use, so maybe it is an alternate version of our world.

	“He was an older man than the other two. His hair was just beginning to gray and he wore silver-rimmed spectacles that gave him a scholarly look” (25).


	This description makes the character seem like the leader because the connotation of “scholarly” is one of education. The author directly characterizes the man as having gray hair which is surprising because I was picturing him as younger than that.


 

Prompts for Dialectic Journal Writing:

 

-          This made me think of…

-          This reminds me of ___(other part/other book/other character/idea)_______ because…

-          I wondered about this because…

-          I really liked this because…

-          I hated this because…

-          This makes ____(character name)_____ seem like…

-          This tells me __(fill in idea)_____ about the author…

-          This makes no sense because…

-          This makes me understand the__(title/chapter/section/author/character)__better because…

-          This makes me think that _____ will happen next because…

-
The effect of this characterization …

-
The ________ tone makes…

Scoring of the Dialectic Journal
Depth



40 points
How deep was your conversation with the text?

Mechanics


20 points
Is your spelling, grammar and punctuation correct? Are your sentences clear?

Literary Exploration

20 points
Have you pointed out literary devices (tone, metaphor, symbol, etc.) and discussed their effect?

Entries



20 points
Do you have a minimum of ten entries for each assignment?

Literary Terms
Metaphor

Symbolism

Pont of view

Allusion

Tone

Mood

Connotation

Imagery

