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Name: ____________________________________________________
1. Individual Annotated Bibliography
Choose ten sources. Follow the format below to explain why each source is (or is not) worth using. Ten sources are required; three of these must be peer-reviewed.
Each Annotated Bibliography Entry should answer these four questions. 

· Summary of Main Purpose: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? 
· Evaluation of Source and Qualifications of Author: Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? Who is the author, and why are they qualified to write about this topic? 
· Relation to Other Works: How is this source similar to other information on the topic? To other information you have read? How does it differ from an opposing viewpoint? 
· Reflection: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic? 
TOPIC BRAINSTORMING:

This is an example of an annotated bibliography. NOTE: MLA no longer requires URLs, but it is always best to ask the instructor.
Annotated Bibliography by Lisa St. John for Research Question: “What is the Future of American Poetry?”

"About Us." Poets.org. Academy of American Poets, 2010. Web. 18 Feb. 2010. 
<http://poets.org/page.php/prmID/1>.
This helpful site has poets, poems, non-fiction written by poets, and online resources; it declares their mission statement and lists the many programs they offer. Although a bit of a novice site, it does provide crucial background information that is objective—they are a non-profit organization. This site has many outside links and teacher resources, unlike the Poetry Foundation site which is purely academic. I would use this as a starting point for both the historical data I need and what is going on in the contemporary poetry scene.

Bain, Marc. "The End of Verse?" Newsweek. N.p., 25 Mar. 2009. Web. 13 Feb. 2010. 
<http://www.newsweek.com/id/191012>.
This is an interesting article from the Culture section of Newsweek that discusses the apparent demise of poetry. Bain’s poetry is referenced in the piece, which makes his thesis surprising. From his point of view, it sounds like he studied Whitman pretty thoroughly. I would use him as a source to show what is getting published in the mainstream press regarding poetry.

Bright, Brenda Jo. “Introduction: Art Hierarchies, Cultural 
Boundaries, and Reflexive 
Analysis.”Looking High and Low: Art and Cultural Identity. Ed. Brenda Jo Bright and 
Lisa Bakewell. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1995. 174-175. Print.
This is a long discussion of the different levels of art. It is well researched. I thought I would go in the direction of “high and low” art in terms of online poetry versus print poetry, but after reading her I realize it’s not relative to my paper. There are a few quotes that emphasize the influence of culture on art, however.

Dick, Bernard. "American Poets in the 21st Century: The New Poetics." World Literature 
Today  
82.2 (2008): 71 72. Platinum Periodicals, ProQuest. Web.  13 Feb. 2010.
He describes new poets and their poetry. He sees the future of poetry as disjointed, and this is a valid point of view considered his is a professor of Literary Studies at Bard. I do not think I can agree with all of his points. I would use him as a concession for opposing points.

Weiss, Amy K. "American Poets in the 21st Century: The New Poetics." Library Journal 132.13 
(2007): 86. Academic 
Search Complete. Web. 13 Feb. 2010. 
<http://web.ebscohost.com.libproxy.cc.stonybrook.edu> 
In this review of the book, she explains her view of new poetry and provides websites to further explore. She is a bit biased, being a contemporary poet herself, but this does not lessen her credibility regarding the future of poetry. Much of her opinion is similar to Marc Bains’. This will be interesting to explore since they are poets of differing styles.


